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ROTTNEST MARINA 

429. Hon LYNN MacLAREN to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Tourism: 
I refer to the Rottnest Island management plan and a 2013 study titled “Rottnest Marina Research” by 
consultants TNS, which was commissioned by the Rottnest Island Authority. 

(1) In what year and month is a business plan for a marina in south Thompson Bay likely to be completed? 

(2) In what year and month is it intended that expressions of interest will be invited on the proposed 
marina? 

(3) What is the minister’s response to TNS’s finding that “a significant proportion of boaties reject the need 
for newly constructed units”, given new accommodation units associated with the new marina are 
proposed in the management plan? 

(4) Is the minister concerned by TNS’s finding that, of the registered users accessing boat services at 
Rottnest who were surveyed, only 23 per cent were “definitely or very likely” to rent a pen in the 
marina? 

(5) TNS found that four out of five existing mooring licensees surveyed said they would not give up their 
existing mooring even if they got a pen in the new marina. Does the minister agree that this indicates 
the marina may not lead to a big increase in boat owners visiting the island? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this very lengthy question. 
(1) The results from a detailed feasibility study of the proposed marina facility were reported in 2013. The 

study outlined an economic model for construction costs and cash flows of the marina, and addressed 
other aspects such as environmental impacts. However, it is the intent that industry would assume the 
risk of analysing the commercial viability of the proposed development and the Rottnest Island 
Authority would not therefore develop its own business plan. 

(2) An expression of interest process for the marina development is planned to commence in August 2015, 
but is subject to the progress of other development proposals, as stated in the Rottnest Island 
Management Plan 2014–19. 

(3) The proportion of respondents “supporting” and “not supporting” accommodation units within the 
report being referred to is approximately equal. The marina feasibility study indicated that the economic 
viability of the marina is greater when other services, such as food, beverage and accommodation, are 
included. 

(4) Registered users are a subset of the boating community and the TNS survey indicated that across the 
broader boating community there is strong support for a marina. It is envisaged that a marina would 
attract more boating visitors rather than shift use of facilities from moorings to marina berths. 

(5) The motivation for mooring licensees to retain both a mooring and a marina berth is unclear. However, 
the determination of commercial viability will be at the risk of the respondents to any expression of 
interest for a marina. 
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